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Libby Community Advisory Group

Libby, Montana

May 23, 2011 

Dr. Tony Ward:

The Libby Community Advisory Group (CAG) has been an active organization dealing with Libby Amphibole issues in the Libby superfund site since 2000.  We provide a conduit for information to flow between the EPA and the Libby area communities. We communicate with elected leaders; the community; agencies; partners; and community advising groups to work toward solving community issues associated with the superfund site.  We are made up of volunteers from Libby and Troy and are very interested in supporting research that will lead to a better understanding of Libby Amphibole (LA) and the risks to the health of those exposed.  

CAG is highly supportive of your application for a grant through the NIEHS to “Quantifying Community Exposure Risks from Libby Amphibole in Tree Bark”. We believe this will lead to a better understanding of the risks associated with the harvesting and burning (in woodstoves) of asbestos contaminated wood.  Firewood is a major source of heat for many of our residents and this potential exposure route needs further study.  Just this week the EPA put a notice in the newspaper and distributed at town meetings that reads in part: 

“…the EPA suggests residents only cut and gather firewood form outside the Libby valley.  Be aware that bark from trees in the Libby Valley may contain asbestos fibers”.  

Additional research that can determine if there is an elevated health risk from gathering and burning firewood from the surrounding forests and that can identify safe/LA free locations to gather firewood would be of great value to our communities. Also, we believe Libby should benefit from such projects that occur in our community and we encourage you to use local resources including employees and local vendors in this effort to help our communities economically.

We are also aware of your past research projects that have brought the issue of bark contamination and aerial extent of LA fiber distribution to light. The research this grant will support is a logical next-step in exploring how the bark contamination could be affecting people in our communities.

The CAG fully supports your efforts to obtain the funding and complete this research. If we can provide any more information or justification – please feel free to contact us.
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